
 
 
 
Town of Taghkanic 
Conservation Advisory Committee 
Minutes: November 19, 2015 
Attended: Valerie Hoffman, Anna Kadish, Zita Kobos, Charlene Paden and Larry 
Kadish 
Guest: Christine Vanderlan, Community Projects Manager for the Columbia Land 
Conservancy 
  
A Natural Resource Inventory for the Town of Taghkanic – Yes or No? 
This meeting’s topic of discussion was centered on making a final decision on whether 
the Taghkanic CAC should embark on leading a natural resource inventory (NRI) for 
the Town. This is a question that the committee has been grappling with for several 
months. At the beginning of this meeting, it was the consensus of the CAC members 
present that the committee and the Town as a whole do not have the resources, i.e. 
enough willing volunteers and funding, necessary to carry out a full Natural Resource 
Inventory at this time. Anna reported that absent committee members Moisha 
Blechman and Tony LaSalvia were also in agreement with this. 
 
Christine Vanderlan reported that the County Environmental Management Council 
(EMC) is hoping to create a county level NRI, and although a county-wide NRI would 
not be as detailed as a town level inventory, it may be more realistic depending on our 
goals. CAC members could participate in the county inventory as a first step for 
finding the information we are most interested in. 
 
Christine asked what activities the Taghkanic CAC has been involved in and what new 
programs would be of interest to us.  Over the past year, the CAC initiated a town-
wide culvert inventory to be performed by the NYS Estuary Program, led by Andrew 
Meyer. A CAC sponsored informational meeting on flooding issues in March 2015 was 
the kick off for this project, which is nearly complete. We are planning a follow-up 
meeting in early 2016 to hear the results of the study and to receive recommendations 
for improvements.  
 
The CAC also sponsored two naturalist walks – at New Forge State Park led by 
Gretchen Stevens of Hudsonia and at the property of CAC member Valerie Hoffman 
also led by Gretchen Stevens. Several other properties have been identified for possible 
walks led by naturalists in 2016. These include the Blechman and Kadish properties. 
 
The CAC is also interested in sponsoring informational programs for the town, 
including talks by experts on the subjects of deer, trout and turkey management.   An 
orienteering workshop was also suggested.   
 
 
 



 
 
 
Christine suggested that our CAC could make a project to gather whatever existing 
research has been already performed for the Town by various county and state 
agencies regarding water resources, wetlands, culverts, soils, forests, habitats, etc. It 
would be a nice project with no funding required and no specific deadline. We could 
pull together the information that is already out there from the different agencies and 
have it as a reference for the Town. 
 
Next CAC Meeting: Thursday December 17th  5-6:30 
 
Next CAC Roundtable: January 6, 2016  5:30  Location to be announced. 

 


